
International Journal of Tourism and Hospitality Management    Volume 8, Issue 1, June 2025 

 331 

______________________________________________________ 

WEKALAT AL- NEKHELY IN LUXOR BETWEEN THE 

PAST AND THE PRESENT  

_____________________________________________________ 

ABD EL RAHMAN HAMED AHMED  
FACULTY OF TOURISM AND HOTELS, LUXOR UNIVERSITY, EGYPT 

DOAA RABEA SOLIEH 

RESEARCHER, FACULTY OF TOURISM AND HOTELS, LUXOR UNIVERSITY, EGYPT 
 

ABSTRACT 

Wekalat(ٗمبىخ)AL-Nekhely is considered the only remaining Ottoman-era 

traditional commercial building in Luxor, it was used as a place to store 

goods and sell merchandise, fabrics, and crops, Merchants would come to it 

to rest in the rooms and wait for the scheduled market day, which was 

Tuesday of each week. 

There were also designated areas for animals to rest from the fatigue of 

travel on the ground floor, the merchants came from various places, such as 

Esna, Asyut, Aswan, and other surrounding areas, Wekalat (ٗمبىخ)AL- 

Nekhely was distinguished from others by selling certain products, including 

"Al-Habra" or "Al-Malth," which is a wide garment worn by women in 

Upper Egypt, another unique feature of the Wekalat are the presence of what 

is known as "Al-Araqa," a small room with a specific temperature where 

unripe green bananas are placed for two days until they ripen and are sold 

to the Wekala’s merchants. 

The research aimed to explore the Wekala’s(ٗمبىخ) architectural engineering, 

a layout design was created for it for the first time by researchers and 

specialists, through field visits and seeing the Wekalat (ٗمبىخ) on the ground, 

it was observed that local materials and traditional building methods were 

used, during the study note the use of locally available stone in building the 

walls due to its lightweight, in addition to the use of bricks in building the 

interior walls due to their ability to withstand high temperatures, unlike 

stone or marble, wood is also used in the ceiling with ventilation openings in 

the walls that provide natural ventilation, additionally, plant-based 

decorations with a local environmental character and Ottoman elements 

were used, the study depended on the field visits, Descriptive, Documentary, 

Comparative and Historical Approach 
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RESEARCH OBJECTIVES 

1) One of the most important goals is that the researchers developed a 

layout for the first time since its establishment by determining its 

total area and its internal and external divisions. 

2) Introducing the historical buildings in Luxor such as Wekalat ()ٗمبىخ  

Al Nekhely and studying its architectural style, also mentioning the 

most important features that distinguish it from the rest of the 

Wekalat ( ٗمبىخ) . 

3) Touristic Marketing the Wekala (ٗمبىخ) and maximizing the benefit 

from it. 

4) Tracking the chronological history of the Wekala up till now. 

5) Highlighting the importance of the commercial status of Luxor and 

the commercial goods that were popular at that time, such as 

"bananas, lentils and Habra". 

6) Studying the possibility of reviving the monument in a manner 

consistent with the values and standards of Ottoman heritage. 

RESEARCH PROBLEMS 

1) The scarcity of sources and references related to the Wekalat(ٗمبىخ) 

El Nekhely, as it was only mentioned in the book "Luxor in 100 

Years" and has never been the focus of any prior research. 

2) Field visits were used to gather scientific information; the 

researchers faced difficulty conducting personal interviews and 

lacked cooperation from Wekala’s ( ٗمبىخ)  owners and current 

tenants of the Wekala’s premises. 

THE METHODOLOGY  

The research depended on the field visits and interviews with the Wekala’s 

 ,in detail (ٗمبىخ) owners, descriptive approach by describing the Wekala (ٗمبىخ)

and analyzed its architectural elements, documentary approach by 

documenting information about Wekalat(ٗمبىخ) Al Nekhely including its 

history, commercial activities and architecture elements, comparative and 

historical methodology with Wekalat (ٗمبىخ) Shalabi in Asyut. 
Time limit: from 1900 up till now. 

Spatial limit: Luxor, Abdel Hamid Taha Saudi Street, Tourist Market Street 

(El souq El siyahy). 
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LITERATURE REVIEW 

 ثشاانو ؽٞااش رمااز ٗمبىااخ اىْ ٞياا ػااب٠٠٠ًا١قصااز ٍااِ ، ٥٠٠٢ً، ػجااا اىغاا٘ا  ،ىؾغاابعٜا ٜ

 ػبثز ثاُٗ رفبصٞو ٍؼَبرٝخ.

 ٜأشابر فاٜ مزبثأ اىاٜ  ا٣طلاٍٞخ  فٜ ٍصز اىؼضَبّٞخاى٘مبلاد ٗاىجٞ٘د ، ٠٩٩١ً ،رفؼذ، ٍ٘ط

 .أّ٘اع اى٘مبلاد اىؼضَبّٞخ ٗرنْٖ٘ٝب خلاه اىؾنٌ اىؼضَبّٜ ٗرط٘رٕب

 ِٝا١ػَاح اٟعزٝخ ث٘مبىخ اىغااٗٛ فٜ ٍاْٝخ اطْب ،٥٠٥١ً،ٍؾَا،  ٍؾَا ٍؾَ٘ ،ٍؾٜ اىا " 

 تناولت، ٥ط، ٠1 اىؼا  ،غيخ ميٞخ اٟصبر ثقْبٍ، ٠٠1٥ٕـ/٠٥٠٠" فْٞخ رؾيٞيٞخ  راطخ أصزٝخ
اىاراطخ اىطزاس اىَؼَبرٛ ى٘مبىخ اىغااٗٛ ٗا١شنبه اىَ زيفخ ى٢ػَاح، ط٘اءً أمبّذ أطط٘اّٞخ 

ّٔ أشبر اىٜ رصٌَٞ اى٘مبلاد فٜ أاىَظز اً فٜ ٗمبىخ اىْ ٞيٜ مَب  ٕٗذا ّفض اىَْط أً ٍضَْخ

 .اىؼصز اىؼضَبّٜ فٜ صؼٞا ٍصز

 راطخ ، اىزغبرٝخ ثؤطٞ٘ط فٜ اىؼصز اىؼضَبّٜ ٗاىؼصز اىؾاٝشاىَْشآد  ً،٥٠٠٩ أٍَٞخ ،أؽَا 

٘مبلاد ثَؾبفظخ يرْبٗىذ شزؽب ى، ؽٞش عبٍؼخ ػِٞ شَض،رطبىخ ٍبعظزٞز، أصزٝخ ٍؼَبرٝخ

 .قصزٗرٌ ٍقبرّزٖب ث٘مبىخ اىْ ٞيٜ ثب١أطٞ٘ط ٍْٖٗب ٗمبىخ شيجٜ 

INTRODUCTION 

The upper Egyptian region occupied a pivotal role in the historical 

development of Egypt during the period of Ottoman rule. This is primarily 

because it supplied the nation with vital crops and grains, thereby mitigating 

the effects of recurring economic crises, the oils were stored in skins or 

pottery jars. Luxor and other regions were renowned for their pottery; 

farmers played a pivotal role in facilitating the exchange of goods in Cairo. 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1
اىْشبط الاقزصب ٛ فٜ ٍاْٝخ اطْب ٍْذ ثااٝخ اىؼصز اىفبطَٜ ، ٥٠٥٥ً،ػجااىزؽَِ،ٍ٘طٜ، أً ٕبشٌ، عبثز -

 .١٥٠، صاىغٞشح، ٠اىؼا ، ٥ٍغيا، اىَؼٖا اىؼبىٜ ىياراطبد اىْ٘ػٞخ خٍغي، ؽزٜ ّٖبٝخ اىؼصز اىؼضَبّٜ

(Fig.1) Map for commercial road 

Source: Wekalat El Gedawi in Esna 
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The economic activities of Upper Egypt extended beyond foreign trade to 

encompass domestic trade, predominantly facilitated through weekly markets 

in urban and agricultural hubs; a notable example is the ongoing operation of 

Luxor's market, which is held every Tuesday.
2
 

The Upper Egyptian region was renowned for its production of pottery, 

sugar and oil, particularly in the cities of Luxor, Esna and Qena3.Wholesale 

trade, particularly in the context of exports, was conducted in prominent inns 

designated as Wekalat (ٗمبىخ), which were situated in all major cities 

Some Upper Egyptian cities were known as trade centers for goods traveling 

from Aden and Sudan,
4
 such as Qus and Luxor (Fig.1). Yemeni, Indian and 

Ethiopian merchants and pilgrims traveled there, as did Moroccan and 

Egyptian pilgrims. Luxor was also a center for trade, collecting cash and 

goods from India via pilgrims keen to sell their goods.
5
 

The following goods were transported from Qena and Luxor to the port of 

Quseir: cotton fabrics, lettuce oil, wheat and pottery. In addition, Indian 

fabrics, spices, incense and gum, as well as silk from England, were also 

traded
6
,the objects were conveyed by caravan from Qena and Luxor to Cairo, 

Luxor functioned as a commercial center, facilitating trade from Sennar, 

Darfur, and beyond.
7
 

                                                           
2
- Hanna, N.1998, Making Big Money in 1600 (The Life and Times of Ismail Abu 

Taqiyya, Egyptian Merchant), Syracuse University Press, USA.p.6. 

3
- Walz, T.2018, Egyptian Sudanese Trade in the Ottoman Period to 1882, 

https://doi.org/10.1093/aef.p,33.  
4
- Krätli, G. Lydon, Gh.2011, The Trans-Saharan Book Trade Manuscript Culture, 

Arabic Literacy and Intellectual History in Muslim Africa, Walz, T. the paper of 

Egypt and the Sudan in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries and its re-export to 

the Bilad Assudan,Copyright 2011AD by Koninklijke Brill NV, Leiden, The 

Netherlands.p.97. 
5
-  Le Quesne, C.2000, Quseir - An Ottoman and Napoleonic Fortress on the Red 

Sea Coast of Egypt, American University, Cairo Press, p 28. 
6
- Shokry, E.2020, Heritage Sites Management Understanding the Interrelation 

among Heritage, Tourism, and Local Community Urban Demands in Luxor City in 

Egypt, Der Fakultätfür Architektur, Bauingenieur wesen und Stadtplanung der 

Brandenburgischen Technischen Universität Cottbus–Senftenberg.Germany. p.95. 
ٕااااـ /  ٠٠١٠ -٩٥١اىنبرٍٞااااخ فااااٜ ٍصااااز خاااالاه اىؼصااااز اىؼضَاااابّٜ ) ،٥٠٠٢ًؽظاااابً، ، ػجااااا اىَؼطااااٜ -1

 ،ٍغيااااخ أطااااط٘ر ىياراطاااابد اىزبرٝ ٞااااخ، ً(: أضاااا٘اء ٗصب قٞااااخ عاٝاااااح ػيااااٚ رغاااابرح اىز٘اثااااو٠٣١٠ - ٠٢٠1

 .٣-٢اىَزمش اىؼزثٜ ى٢ثؾبس ٗ راطخ اىظٞبطبد، قطز، ص ص ،٥ػا 

https://doi.org/10.1093/aef.p,33
javascript:;
https://search.mandumah.com/Databasebrowse/Tree?searchfor=&db=&cat=&o=1480&page=1&from=
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Luxor is one of the cities of Upper Egypt with a history dating back to 

ancient times and different civilizations passed through it, even in the Islamic 

era, due to the geographical location of the city of Luxor, this contributed to 

the prosperity of commercial activity through markets and Wekalat, 
8
 (ٗمبىخ)

historically Luxor was administratively affiliated with the Qena governorate 

until it gained official governorate status in 2009 AD.
9
 

In ancient times, a trade and expedition route was established across the 

River Nile to the African region, which began during the reign of 

Hatshepsut, as evidenced by the walls of Hatshepsut's Temple on the west 

bank, the expedition to Punt is described on a colonnade in her temple; the 

expedition to the south was a ''testimony to the wealth of the country under 

Hatshepsut’s rule and also to her ambition to revive the traditions and glories 

of the past.
10

 

Luxor witnessed a period of relative calm during the Ottoman era, which 

extended from 1517 AD to the early twentieth century in Egypt;
11

it remained 

largely a rural area focused on agriculture, maintaining its importance 

primarily as an archaeological site with its temples and monuments that 

attracted the attention of travelers and scholars
12

. 

Development of infrastructure and architecture was minimal during the 

Ottoman era, as the empire focused on administrative and economic 

activities in other parts of Egypt, such as Cairo.
13

 

Luxor contains many monuments, including the Omari Mosque, which is 

considered one of the greatest historical and archaeological mosques in 

southern Upper Egypt
14

,and the mosque and mausoleum of Abu Al-Hajjaj, 

                                                           
8
 - Pischikova, E. Budka, J. Griffen, K.2014, Thebes in the first millennium BC, 

Cambridge Scholars Publishing, England, p 11 
9
 ً.٥٠٠٩ىظْخ  ١11ىيقزار اىغَٖ٘رٛ رقٌ  طجقب ا١قصز ٍؾبفظخّشئذ ا ،٥٠٠٩ً،ى٘قب غ اىَصزٝخا -

10
- Mahfouz, S.2023. New Perspectives On the Expeditions to The Land of Punt, 

Shedet Issue no 10, Faculty of Archaeology, Fayoum University, p149. 
 .٣ص ثجيٍ٘بّٞب ىيْشز ٗاىز٘سٝغ، اىقبٕزح،  ،٠ط ً، ٍآرُ أصزٝخ ٍِ ٍصز اىؼضَبّٞخ،٥٠٥٠ؽظِٞ،،  قٞو -٠٠

 -
12

، اىؼبىَٞخعبٍؼخ افزٝقٞب  ٛ ىَصز اىؼيٞب فٜ اىؼصز اىؼضَبّٜ،اىزقظٌ ا٣ ار، ٥٠٠٢ً، ػجا اىؼظٌٞ، أؽَا

 .٥١ص، اىجؾ٘س ٗاىاراطبد ا٣فزٝقٞخ شٍزم
13
  .101، صػب٠٠٠ًا١قصز ٍِ  ً،٥٠٠٢،ػجا اىغ٘ا  اىؾغبعٜ، -
14
 ً(،٠1٩1–٠٢٠1-ٕاااااـ ٠٥٠١–٩٥١اىصاااااؼٞا فاااااٜ اىؼصاااااز اىؼضَااااابّٜ ) ً،٥٠٠٣،صااااالاػ، ٕزٝااااااٛ -

 .٠٢ص، اىقبٕزحىياراطبد ٗاىجؾ٘س ا٣ّظبّٞخ ٗالاعزَبػٞخ،  ػِٞ

https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/9_%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%B3%D9%85%D8%A8%D8%B1
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which is considered one of the most important and famous mosques in Luxor 

Governorate.
15

 

There was a wekala (ٗمبىخ)  next to the Al-Maqashqish mosque, and it was 

demolished in the Luxor beautification project in 1948 AD, and it was built 

in 1906 by Tawfiq Pacha Andraus
16

,there was another wekala (ٗمبىخ) in front 

of Luxor railway station.
17

,But it was also demolished, and only the Wekala 

 of Al-Nekhely remains in Luxor which will be discussed in detail, as (ٗمبىخ)

for the Esna center south of Luxor there is the Wekala (ٗمبىخ) of Al-Gadawi, 

which is older than Al-Nekhely and is located in Khan Al-Shanaqra and is 

registered as an antiquity.
18

 

THE APPEARANCE OF WEKALA (ٗمبىخ) AND ITS MEANING 

During the Ottoman era, Egypt paid great attention to merchants,
19

 so it 

allocated Wekalat (ٗمبىخ) for them as centers for trade exchange and 

established baths, ovens, and places of worship near them, The Arab trade 

caravans did not stop their journey from Egypt to Damascus and then to 

Europe, the trade exchange between the East and the West had great 

importance and influence on the development of industries and art. 
20

 

From an architectural perspective the Ottoman era left behind a magnificent 

architectural legacy that demonstrates the greatness of this state
21

, which 

extended over vast areas of Europe, Asia and Africa, and influenced the 

development of urban planning and the addition of many architectural 

elements that did not exist before,
22

The spread of these Wekalat (ٗمبىخ)is 

                                                           
15

- Samir, Sh. Sahry, M.2021, Abu Ayad Mosque in Luxor, Journal of Association 

of Arab Universities for Tourism and Hospitality(JAAUTH), Vol22, No5, p19. 
16- Hesham, E.2020, Heritage Sites Management Understanding the Interrelation 

among Heritage, Tourism, and Local Community Urban Demands in Luxor City in 

Egypt, Faculty of Architecture, Construction Engineering and City Planning of the 

Brandenburg Technical University of Cottbus–Senftenberg, Germany.P104. 
17
 راطخ أصزٝخ  اىَْشآد اىزغبرٝخ ثؤطٞ٘ط فٜ اىؼصز اىؼضَبّٜ ٗاىؼصز اىؾاٝش،، ٥٠٠٩ً، أٍَٞخ، أؽَا -

 .75عبٍؼخ ػِٞ شَض ص  رطبىخ ٍبعظزٞز،ٍؼَبرٝخ، 
18
 .101، صػب٠٠٠ًا١قصز ٍِ  ً،٥٠٠٢، ػجا اىغ٘ا ،اىؾغبعٜ -
رشااانٞو اىاٗىاااخ اىؾاٝضاااخ: اىاٗىاااخ اىؼضَبّٞاااخ ٍاااِ اىقااازُ اىظاااب ص ػشاااز اىاااٚ  ،م1991،رفعوووت الحوووا ، أبوووو -19

 .٥٥٠، صاىقزُ اىضبٍِ ػشز، عبٍؼخ ٗلاٝخ ّٞ٘ٝ٘رك
٥٠
ٍقبرّااااخ ثااااِٞ ٗمبىااااخ اىراااا٘رٛ فااااٜ اىؼصاااازاىََي٘مٜ ٗٗمبىااااخ ثبسرػااااخ فااااٜ  ،٥٠٥١ً،عٖٞاااابُ، سٕااازاُ -

 .٠٢١ص ،عبٍؼخ ؽي٘اُ،٠1ػا  ١ظٍغيخ اىززاس ٗاىزصٌَٞ ٍ، اىؼصزاىؼضَبّٜ
21
اىزصااااٌَٞ اىااااااخيٜ ٗاىؼَاااابرح ا٣طاااالاٍٞخ فااااٜ  ً،٥٠٥٠،ىْٞااااب ّغٞاااات،  ػاااابء ػجااااااىزؽَِ،، ػجٞز،ؽبٍااااا -

 .٢١، اىقبٕزح، ص اىز٘سٝغٗثجيٍ٘بّٞب ىيْشز  اىَبضٜ ٗاىؾبضز، ٍصز ثِٞ
٥٥
ز.ٍصً، اىؼَبرح اىؼضَبّٞخ ا٣طلاٍٞخ فٜ ٥٠٥١،ٍُؾَا عب ، ّبرَٝب -
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evidence of commercial prosperity which appeared in the cities of Lower and 

Upper Egypt, with some differences between them in the elements of space, 

building materials, and architectural formation.
23 

Merchants used to come from all the countries of the East to Egypt, and they 

would stay in the Wekalat (ٗمبىخ) or Egyptian khans to sell valuable goods 

through barter and exchange operations,
24

 Among the most important goods 

were precious incense and scented woods from India, silk and porcelain 

vessels from China embroidered textiles from the Levant while embroidered 

Persian carpets from Persia, All of these used to meet in the Egyptian khans 

and Wekalat (.ٗمبىخ) 
25

 

At that time, merchant groups used to gather in one market, just like any 

craft group, each market had a craftsman who knew the ins and outs of the 

craft,
26

 The richest merchants held the position of craftsman who was then 

called the “Shah Bandar of merchants"* The job of the Shah Bandar of 

merchants was to directly supervise all merchants, craftsmen and retail 

merchants spread across the market, His duties also included resolving 

disputes between merchants, and he also regulated the internal affairs of 

merchants in trade.
27

 

The "Wakala" (ٗمبىخ)is a type of building that first appeared in Egypt during 

the Fatimid era before the existence of the Wekala (ٗمبىخ), wholesale trade 

was carried out in markets and inns; it is a building to serve wholesale trade 

                                                                                                                                                     
)https://www.rehla.academy/post/ottoman-islamic-architecture-in-egypt.accessed in  

November 11.2024( 
23
 ،1ط ر ثْااااٜ أٝااااا٘ة،اىَطياااا٘ة فاااااٜ أخجااااب اىااااار مْاااااش اىااااارر ٗعاااابٍغ اىرااااازر، ً،٠٩1٥اثااااِ اٝجاااال، -

 .١٠١، صاىاٗا ار، اىقبٕزح اىَؼٖاا١ىَبّٜ ى٠صبر،
24

-https://gate.ahram.org.eg/daily/News/203541/1171/783180/%D9%8D8%A9.aspx, 

accessed in October 5, 2024. 
٥٢
اىٖٞئاااخ  رؾقٞاااح ٍؾَاااا ٍصاااطفٜ، ،٢ط فاااٜ ٗقاااب غ اىاااإ٘ر،ثااااا غ اىشٕااا٘ر  ً،٠٩١1،ٍؾَاااا ،اثاااِ اٝااابص -

 .٠١٠ -٠١٥ص ص  ،اىقبٕزح اىؼبٍخ ىينزبة،

*It is a Persian word meaning chief merchant or sheikh of merchants. It was used 

during the Ottoman era in Egypt on permanent architectural monuments such as the 

house of Jamal al-Din al-Dhahabi, the holder of the title had to be of good conduct 

and reputation and his word was respected by merchants and the government (see 

Islamic Wekalat and houses in Ottoman Egypt). 
26
ٍغيخ ميٞخ  ،زٝخ اىَؾيٞخ خلاه اىؼصز اىؼضَبّٜاىزأطَبىٞخ اىَصّش٘ء  ً،٠٩1٢، ػجااىزؽٌٞ ػجااىزؽَِ، -

 .51، صاىقبٕزح عبٍؼخ ا١سٕز، اىاراطبد ا٣طلاٍٞخ،
٥1
  ارصاااب ر، ،، ٍاااب ح خاااُ٘، اىفْاااب ة ٗاىفْاقاااخ٠١ط ىظااابُ اىؼااازة، ً،٠٩٢٣أثاااٜ اىف اااو ،عَااابه اىااااِٝ -

 .٠٠٣، صثٞزٗد

https://www.rehla.academy/post/ottoman-islamic-architecture-in-egypt.accessed
https://www.rehla.academy/post/ottoman-islamic-architecture-in-egypt.accessed
https://gate.ahram.org.eg/daily/News/203541/1171/783180/%D9%85%D9%86%D9%88%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AA/%D9%88%D9%83%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A3%D8%B3%D9%8A%D9%88%D8%B7---%D8%B4%D8%A7%D9%87%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%AE-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D9%86%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B9%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9.aspx
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especially imported trade
28

, Its primary function was to receive merchants 

and store their goods provide places for them to stay and sell the goods 

through an agent for the merchants who represents them in selling trade and 

carries out all banking and commercial work from this came the name of the 

Wekala (ٗمبىخ).29
 

The word "Wekala "(ٗمبىخ)  is used in Egypt as a synonym for the words 

“Qaysariya” or “Fondaq” or as described by one of the travelers who visited 

Egypt in12 AH/18 AD, 
30

The Wekala (ٗمبىخ) in commercial terminology in 

the Islamic world in the Middle Ages is not what is known as a commercial 

Wekala (ٗمبىخ) today but rather it is a large commercial store in which 

everything is sold.
31

 

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN OF WEKALAT (ٗمبىخ) DURING THE OTTOMAN 

ERA IN EGYPT 

Wekalat (ٗمبىخ) consisted of doors that may be multiple with multiple facades 

shops, three or four floors and rooms for their owners and the merchants who 

came to live in them,
32

It also consists of separate warehouses on the ground 

floor of the Wekala (ٗمبىخ), all of which overlook an open courtyard from the 

inside.
33

 It is equipped with all services and facilities for such purposes, 

Goods were also stored in the warehouses located on the ground floor in 

addition to places designated for animals in the Wekalat (ٗمبىخ).34
 

The first floor consists of an entrance leading to a corridor with a kitchen and 

a bathroom on one side, and on the other side a staircase leading to the upper 

floors of the residential unit, this corridor ends with an entrance to the hall, 

which consists of a hall floor with a single iwan opening onto it, the upper 

                                                           
28
 .٠٢٠اىْٖ خ اىؼزثٞخ، ٍطجؼخ عبٍؼخ اىقبٕزح، ص ً، ٍاخو اىٜ اٟصبر ا٣طلاٍٞخ،  ار٠٩٩٠اىجبشب، ؽظِ، -
٥٩
 راطخ رؾيٞيٞخ ىيؼَبرح ا٣طلاٍٞخ فٚ اىؼصز اىََي٘کٚ ٗکٞفٞخ  ً،٥٠٠٣، أٍٞزح أؽَا،، اثزإٌٞ ػلا ٕبشٌ، -

الاطزفب ح ٍْٖب فٚ ٍغبه اىزصٌَٞ اىااخيٚ )ٗکبىخ اىظيطبُ اىر٘رٙ ثؾٚ ا١سٕز (، ٍغيخ اىؼَبرح ٗاىفُْ٘ 

 .٢، صاىقبٕزح ،٥اىؼا   ،ٗاىؼيً٘ ا٣ّظبّٞخ
١٠
، اىقبٕزح اىااراىَصزٝخ اىيجْبّٞخ، ،اى٘مبلاد ٗاىجٞ٘د ا٣طلاٍٞخ فٜ ٍصز اىؼضَبّٞخ ً،٠٩٩١رفؼذ  ٍ٘طٜ، -

 .٢١ص
31
 .٣٠، صثٞزٗد عبٍؼخ ثٞزٗد، ،اىززاس اىَؼَبرٛ ا٣طلاٍٜ فٜ ٍصز ً،٠٩1١، صبىؼ ىَؼٜ، -
32
 .٣1-٣٣، ص صٍزعغ طجح رمزٓ ،رفؼذ ٍ٘طٜ، -
33
ٍقبرّاااخ ثاااِٞ ٗمبىاااخ اىرااا٘رٛ فاااٜ اىؼصااازاىََي٘مٜ ٗٗمبىاااخ ثبسرػاااخ فاااٜ  ،٥٠٥١ً، عٖٞااابُ سٕااازاُ، -

 .٠٢٩، ص اىؼصزاىؼضَبّٜ
34

- Al-Zoheiry, M.2019, The former Wekala of Dawood Basha in Rosetta – Egypt, 

As an example of Islamic agencies, International Journal of Cultural Inheritance & 

Social Sciences (IJCISS), Vol. 1 Issue 2, p81. 
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floors of each unit consist of only a bathroom and a hall, The residential unit 

may consist of only one floor with another residential unit above it.
35

 

(1) THE LOCATION OF WEKALAT (ٗمبىخ) AL NEKHELY 

If one were to be granted the opportunity to select a location for their 

commercial activities, it would prove challenging to identify a more 

distinguished site than that of "Wekalat Al Nekhely” (ٗمبىخ )ٜاىْ ٞي  in Luxor 

(fig.2).  

The Wekala (ٗمبىخ) is positioned in such a 

manner that it commands a direct view of 

the site which formerly constituted the 

city's primary market square. The Wekala 

 is situated a short distance from both (ٗمبىخ)

the Luxor Temple and the Abu El-Hajjaj 

Mosque, and is located along the city's 

primary commercial axis. This location is 

indicative of its status as one of Luxor's 

most prestigious buildings. Wekalat (ٗمبىخ) 

Al Nekhely is a renowned heritage 

landmark in Luxor, his construction of the 

building predates 1900. The establishment 

was host to a considerable number of 

merchants and guests, and could be 

considered a hotel for merchants. It offered 

accommodation, overnight stays and 

storage facilities for goods.
36

 

 

 

 

The site is situated in Luxor City on Abdel Hamid Taha Street (El Berka 

Street) *, in the Tourist Market Street (El Souq El Siyahy), approximately 

400 m from the mosque of Abu Elhagag and parallel to the Sphinx Avenue, 

which connects the Luxor Temple and the Karnak Temples, one of the 

                                                           
 -
١٢

 (.https://hiragate.com، )1٠ً، اى٘مبلاد ا١صزٝخ، ٍغيخ ؽزاء، اىؼا  ٥٠٥٠ّبصز، أؽَا،
36

- A telephone conversation was conducted on December 28, 2024, with Professor 

Dr. Abdel Gawad El-Hagagy, former Director General of Islamic and Coptic 

Antiquities in Luxor. 

(Fig.2) The main entrance of Wekalat 

Al Nekhely 

Source: Luxor in 100 years, El Hagagy, 

2005 
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residents in the area stated that Luxor was divided into old Luxor and New 

Luxor in the past, with the Wekala (ٗمبىخ) located in the New Luxor area, 

which was recently built compared to the houses. The subjects were already 

positioned adjacent to the Sphinx Street.
37

 

(2) THE OWNER OF WEKALAT (ٗمبىخ) AL NEKHELY 

The Wekala (ٗمبىخ) was owned by one of the sons of Nakhila in Asyut, Abd 

al-Rahman Al-Nekhely, who settled in Luxor Governorate and is considered 

one of the prominent figures in the history of trade in Luxor, as he 

contributed to the development of trade relations between Luxor and other 

cities, which made the Wekala ( ٗمبىخ)  a vital center for trade.
38

 

 

 

                                                           
37

- The researcher conducted a field visit on 28 November 2024. 

*It was named El Beraka Street because in the past there was a pool of water in this 

area from which animals would drink. 
38
- An interview was conducted with Professor Nermeen Muhammad Najdi, a 

renowned journalist and heritage researcher and official Media Spokesperson for 

Luxor Governorate, on 12 January 2025. 

(Fig.3) over view of Wekalat Al Nekhely 

Source: taken by researcher 
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It is also known that Asyut was famous for its commercial Wekalat (ٗمبىخ) in 

the Mamluk and Ottoman eras, due to the distance of the Upper Egypt cities 

from the trade movement in the capital to the north, and also due to its 

proximity to merchants coming from Sudan, such as the Darfur and 

Kordofan regions via the Forty Road (Darb- Elarbeen),
39

 The wekalat (ٗمبىخ) 

are inhabited by merchants from the lower middle class who are immigrants 

from the cities. 

It seems that this wealthy merchant who established the Wekala (ٗمبىخ) of 

Nekhely was influenced by the wekalat (ٗمبىخ) in Asyut in the Qaysariya area 

adjacent to the Sidi Jalal Mosque area, which still has a several wekalat 

 Thabet, and Wekalat (ٗمبىخ) Lofty, Wekalat (ٗمبىخ) such as Wekalat (ٗمبىخ)

 Shalabi, which suggests that the founder was influenced by these (ٗمبىخ)

wekalat (ٗمبىخ) and established Wekalat (ٗمبىخ) Al Nekhely in Luxor, in 

addition to Wekalat (ٗمبىخ)Al-Jaddawi in Esna, this is very similar to Wekalat 

.Al Nekhely in design and architectural elements (ٗمبىخ)
40

 (Fig3).  

When the researcher recorded with Mattah the son of Elia he said that; Abdul 

Rahman rented the Wekala ( ٗمبىخ)  to a person named Elia Matta for 5 

Egyptian pounds, then sold it to the Zakhari family for 3,000 pounds and it is 

still rented to Elia to this day.
41

 

(3) ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN OF WEKALAT AL NEKHELY 

The Wekala (ٗمبىخ ) is distinguished by its wonderful architecture, as it 

contains beautiful arches. This is distinguished by its unique architectural 

design that reflects the Ottoman style, the Wekala ((ٗمبىخ) is built 

approximately on an area of 480 meters. (The layout of the Wekala ( ٗمبىخ) is 

made by the researchers). 

Its layout is a square open central courtyard and consists of 3 floors and 30 

rooms. The ground floor is for storing goods and sometimes for tying 

camels, donkeys and mules that merchants used to move between countries 

in the past to sell their goods and collect their money. (Fig4) Mud bricks and 

bricks were used in the construction 

                                                           
آصبرٝخ ٍؼَبرٝخ، ميٞخ اٟصبر، اى٘مبلاد اىؼضَبّٞخ اىجبقٞخ ثَاْٝخ اىقبٕزح  راطخ  ً،٠٩٩١، ػجا اىزءإف، ػَب  -١٩

 .٥٢ص، عبٍؼخ اىقبٕزح
40
-Telephonic conversation with Professor Ahmed Al-Jard, author and 

archaeological researcher in Luxor, on 25 December 2024 
41
-A personal interview was conducted on 28 November 2024 AD by the researcher 

with Mr. Mattah Elia, son of the current tenant of the Wekalat Al-Nekhely. 



International Journal of Tourism and Hospitality Management    Volume 8, Issue 1, June 2025 

 342 

 

 

Bricks were used in arches, doors, frames, windows, columns, supports and 

external walls, palm trunks, palm fronds and wood were used for the 

ceilings. The mortar consists of silt, straw and fermented Qasrmal
42

together 

as an adhesive between the molds and the courses. 

                                                           
42

-Qasrmal is the ash resulting from burning kilns or waste from burning 

garbage in baths or ovens and lime kilns. Qasmral consists of silane, 

alumina, iron oxide and other materials. ( ، ٥٠٥١ٍؾَااا. ٜ اىاااِٝ، ٍؾَااا. ٍؾَاا٘ ،ٍؾاا

 ً،٠٠1٥ٕاااـ/٠٥٠٠ا١ػَااااح اٟعزٝاااخ ث٘مبىاااخ اىغاااااٗٛ  فاااٜ ٍاْٝاااخ اطاااْب " راطاااخ أصزٝاااخ  فْٞاااخ رؾيٞيٞاااخ" 

                                                                  ٣٥٥ص.،قْااااااااااااااااااااااااب(.٥،ط٠1ٍغيااااااااااااااااااااااااخ ميٞااااااااااااااااااااااااخ اٟصاااااااااااااااااااااااابر ثقْااااااااااااااااااااااااب، اىؼااااااااااااااااااااااااا 

                                                        .  

 

(Fig.4) using mud brick and qasrmal in Wekala 

Source: taken by researcher 
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WEKALAT SHALABI IN 

ASYUT: 
Wekalat ( ٗمبىخ)  Shalabi situated 

in Asyut (fig.5) Governorate 

(Qaysariyah, west of Asyut 

City), is considered to be one of 

the oldest commercial wekala ( 

ٗمبىخ)  the Wekala’s history dates 

back to the Ottoman era, and it 

was influenced by the same 

Ottoman architectural style; it 

was built by Muhammad Jalabi 

in 1824 AD, then owned by 

Naila Khatun and Amna 

Mohammed Bekzada.
43

 

 

 

 

The wekala ( ٗمبىخ) was a destination for merchants travelling from distant 

lands, where they would find rest from the wear and tear of their journey, 

particularly as the market was situated along Darb al-Alarbaeen, the oldest 

trade route. This wekala is currently under the jurisdiction of the Islamic 

Antiquities Authority.
44

 

The wekala (ٗمبىخ)   was built as a shelter for merchants travelling between 

trade caravans, it has a rectangular central courtyard for animals with 

containers on the first floor for storing goods, the upper floor has rooms for 

the merchants to live and rest also can found a group of shops on the main  

The wekala ( ٗمبىخ)  includes19 rooms on the first floor, these are small rooms, 

some of which have circular domes covered by shallow brick domes, each 

room has a rectangular door opening covered by semi-circular domes for 

ventilation.  

                                                           
43
 .173، القاهرة، ص ، مؤسسة روز اليوسف1ومستقبلها، طم، السياحة ماضيها وحاضرها 1998طاهر، عادل،   -

44 - A telephone conversation was conducted with Dr. Azza Abdel Nasser, on 

5March 2025 who is employed as an Antiquities Inspector in Asyut. 

(Fig.5) Over view of Wekalat Shalabi in Asyut 

Source: https://www.babmsr.com 
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The second floor consisted of another 19 rooms of varying sizes, (fig.6) 

some square and some rectangular, roofed with palm trunks, the ottomans 

designed the second floor as a rest area for the men and sultans' harem, it 

also includes a wooden balcony overlooking the entrance to the wekala 

 to allow the sultan's harem to look outward without being exposed to (ٗمبىخ)

passersby.
45

 

The wekala ( ٗمبىخ)  is unique in that it has a wing for the merchant's family 

and children. It is separate from the rest of the wekala ( ٗمبىخ) . 

 

 

 

                                                           
45-  https://www.babmsr.com/%D9%88%D9%83%D8%A7 accessed on 25 April 

2025. 
 

(Fig.6) Rooms in second floor in Wekalat Shalabi 

Source: https://www.babmsr.com 
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COMPARATIVE BETWEEN WEKALAT وكالةةةةت) ) AL NEKHELY AND 

WEKALAT (وكالت) SHALABI 

Comparisons 
Wekalet el 

Nekhely 
Wekalat Shalabi. 

Location Luxor Asyut 

Date of 

Establishment 
1900 AD 1824 AD 

The owner 

Abd E Rahman el 

Nekhely then rented to 

Elia Mattah 

Muhammad Jalabi Mustafa Al-

Kashif Bey Zada then became 

owned by Nailakhatun and 

Amna Mohammed bekzada 

The design It consisted of 3 floor It consisted of 2 floor 

Number of rooms 30 room with 5 shops 38 room with 6 shops 

Building materials 
Mud brick with palm 

trunks in  ceiling 

Red brick with palm trunks in  

ceiling 

The most 

distinguishing 

feature of the 

wekala 

Al araqa room and sell 

products such as  "al-

Habra which known as  

"al-Mallaz 

The wekala is unique in that it 

has a wing for the merchant's 

family and children. It is 

separate from the rest of the 

wekala. 

 

4) INTER-SUSTAINABLE BUILDING 

The way the builders have crafted the Wekala’s (ٗمبىخ ) creativity in using 

local, recyclable building materials reflects their ingenuity and awareness of 

the surrounding context, resulting in an environmentally sustainable and 

climate- responsive building. (fig.7). 
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(Fig.8) using the palm trunks in ceiling and the malqaf for ventilation 

Source: taken by researcher  

(Fig.7) preparing mud bricks in the sun in 1923 

Source: Stratton.Uhttps://www.ebay.com/itm/1 
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If you happen to enter the Wekala ( ٗمبىخ) on a hot summer day, you will feel 

that the temperature inside the building is cooler than outside،this is no 

coincidence, but rather the result of the Wekala’s (ٗمبىخ )builders’ 

craftsmanship، (fig.8) for example, the courtyard’s shape and semi-covered 

roof allow for adequate ventilation and lighting of the building, while 

providing just the right amount of shade to reduce the internal temperature, 

this is what is called the “malqaf”, which was one of the distinctive elements 

in buildings, especially in hot regions.
46

 

 

 

 

In addition to this climate-responsive design, the use of locally available and 

recyclable building materials reflects a degree of environmental sensitivity. 

Given the scarcity of building materials, the Wekala’s ( ٗمبىخ) builders used 

                                                           
46

 - Lotfy, Sh.1998, Islamic architecture in Egypt (Theory and Practices) a Thesis 

submitted to optain Ph.D. Faculty of Engineering, Asyut University.p.145. 

(https://www.slideshare.net/slideshow/ss-48112301/48112301). 

(Fig.9) The open court yard of the Wekala 

Source: taken by researcher 
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Nile silt in various forms as mud bricks,
47

 (fired) clay bricks, floor tiles 

(gypsum bricks), and mortar and white paint for the walls, They also used 

readily available palm trunks and fronds for the roof, (fig.9)given the 

scarcity of wood in Luxor they used it carefully to  

give the building elegance and splendor, these builders were creative in using 

the limited building materials available to them to produce such a 

magnificent product. (fig.10)   

In addition, cost-effective materials such as brick and timber were used in 

areas of the building where they were most needed, Because of their load-

bearing properties, builders used them in areas requiring higher structural 

performance and because of their aesthetic appeal, and they were used in 

areas most visible to Wekala ( ٗمبىخ)  users such as the entrance and courtyard 

areas.
48

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
47

 The field visit was conducted by the researcher on 17 January 2025 AD. 
48

-The field visit was conducted by the researcher on 25 December 2024 AD. 

(Fig.10) using the wood in doors 

Source: taken by researcher 
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(5) THE MAIN FACADE OF THE WEKALA وكالت) ) 

The main entrance of the Wekala (ٗمبىخ ) located on the eastern side and 

overlooks the main street (El Souq Street), (fig.11)bordered to the west, 

north and the south sides by local neighbors and modern buildings, the 

eastern side has 5 shops, distributed as follow 3 of which are to the right of 

the gate and 2 are located to the left, these shops made of double-leaf a 

wooden door, its area about 3*3 m, these shops were designated for selling 

fabrics in Arabic and are called (Mini Fatoura) but now for touristic Bazar, 

the entrance facade takes the shape of rectangular entrance made of brick 

courses with a door topped by a semicircular arch written with the Wekalet ( 

ٗمبىخ) AL Nekhely on it.  

(6) THE WEKALA (وكالت)  FROM THE INSIDE 

The Wekala (ٗمبىخ)   contains a first floor with an open central courtyard and 

14 rooms. The second floor contains another 14 rooms, while the third floor 

consists of an open roof but contains two rooms made of mud bricks, The 

(Fig.11) the plan of Wekalat el Nekhely (first floor) 

Made by researcher 
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Wekala ( ٗمبىخ)  rests on two main brick columns. Columns are one of the most 

important architectural structural elements in buildings. The brick columns 

on the ground floor are the main base that carries the ceiling of the upper 

floor; there is water well in the middle to supply the Wekala ( ٗمبىخ) with water 

and for the animals to drink.
49

 

A) THE OPEN COURTYARD 

The architect was interested in establishing the columns of the courtyard 

with a strong foundation because they carry a high and huge architectural 

weight, so a foundation was built for them in the interior of the ground. 

This base with its circular shape which is much larger in circumference than 

the circumference of the column to distribute the load of it and consider it the 

best strength to bear the enormity of the building. 

 

 

                                                           
49

- The field visit was conducted by the researcher on 15 December 2024 AD. 

(Fig.12) the lower part of the column in the courtyard 

Source: taken by researcher 
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The lower part of the columns (fig.12) was restored by the current owner of 

the Wekala (ٗمبىخ) with a layer of cement, the upper part of the columns 

which is the original part remains clear.  

There is a corridor in front of the rooms on the ground floor, and the ceiling 

of this corridor is made of wooden blocks. Behind the corridor is a group of 

rooms surrounding the four sides, which were used for trade, buying and 

selling products that were displayed by merchants coming and passing 

through the city, they are rectangular rooms closed by a double-leaf wooden 

door, the rooms from 1 to 6 roofed with palm trunks and palm fronds (fig.13) 

while from 7 to 19 roofed with wood, the area of rooms about 3*5. We can 

notice that the room number 10 opened on room number 9. While rooms 

numbers 1 and 6 almost destroyed with a partially collapsed roof. Room 

number 18 used for selling Geba and Habra*
50

. What distinguishes the 

Wekala (ٗمبىخ ) is room number 19, known as “al-Arqa”, which is a small 

room with a specific temperature in which, unripe green bananas are placed 

for two days until they ripen and are sold to the Wekala's (ٗمبىخ)  merchants. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
50*Geba and al-Habra or what is called "al-Mallaz", which is a wide robe worn by 

the women of Upper Egypt 

(Fig.13) the plan of first floor with 2 columns and a well 

Made by researcher 
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All rooms do not have any decorations and we note that above each room is 

a small window to provide natural ventilation and it was called the 

Malqaf*,
51

We clearly see from the pictures that the courtyard was seized by 

the current owners of shops and tourist bazaars and used the courtyard as 

warehouses for them to put their goods. From the left side there is a staircase 

leading to second floor with a sided bathroom to serve the merchants in this 

floor. (fig.14) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 (B) THE SECOND FLOOR 

From the southern side we go up to the upper floor through a door made of 

wood leading to a staircase, each step of which consists of a frame made of 

wood and mud bricks, before reaching to the upper floor we found a small 

bathroom, here we see the extent of the builder’s keenness to provide a 

                                                           
51- The Malqaf is an element of environmental treatments to attract cold air and 

quickly enter the space to create a difference in the temperature of the space (for 

details see) 

 ر،  ا٠اىغَبىٞخ فٜ اىؼَبرح ا٣طلاٍٞخ ربرٝخ اىفِ اىؼِٞ رظَغ ٗا١رُ رزٛ، ط ًٌ، اىق٠٩٩١ٞ.دػنبشٔ، صزٗ

.1١صاىشزٗة.   

 

(Fig.14) staircase leading to second floor 

Source: taken by researcher 
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simple building of a special nature with a bathroom to serve those who carry 

out all commercial activities through the Wekala and shops, as some of them 

include strangers and travelers, from the Egyptian who stay for a period to 

complete the sale and purchase of the goods they brought, or those they buy 

to return to their countries, which requires washing and purification for 

prayer, or from the fatigue of travel. 

When we reach to this floor, (fig.15) we find a corridor that precedes the 

rooms and is exposed. This corridor has a wooden railing consisting of three 

parts: the upper part is semicircular and open, and the middle part consists of 

plant decorations resembling tree leaves.
52

 As for the lower part, it consists 

of rectangular and square units cast from wood. Unfortunately, some parts of 

the railing are destroyed. The rooms numbers 7 and 8 are the biggest rooms 

in this floor about 8*6 m while the others about 3*4 m. The rooms from 

number 9 to 13 are overlooking on the main street with double- wooden 

windows. Also we find another bathroom in this floor to serve residents of 

merchants inside the rooms.
53

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
52

 - The field visit was conducted by the researcher on 20 December 2024 AD. 
53

 -The field visit was conducted by the researcher on 25 December 2024 AD. 

(Fig.15) plan of the second floor 

Made by researcher 
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(C) THE THIRD FLOOR 

This floor (fig.16) is reached by a staircase with a wooden railing. (fig.17) 

the floor is an open roof with two unroofed mud brick rooms may be were 

roofed in ancient time, these rooms used for bathing, one of them for 

showering and another for ablution. 

We see in this roof some wooden benches and chairs that were probably used 

in the Wekala ( ٗمبىخ)  and are considered its furniture. (fig18, 19) There are 

also small windows overlooking the main street through this floor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Fig. 16) plane of the third floor 

Made by researcher 

(Fig.17) A wooden railing in the corridor of the second floor 

Source: taken by researcher 
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CONCLUSION 

The Wekala (ٗمبىخ ) of AL Nekhely represents a significant historical landmark 

as the sole extant heritage commercial edifice in Luxor that dates back to the 

Ottoman era and continues to stand as a testament to the city's architectural 

heritage up to the present day. 

Merchants were wont to visit the Wekala ( ٗمبىخ)  on Tuesdays, the designated 

commercial market for the sale of fabrics and crops. Some came the day 

before and rested. In addition, a designated area was allocated for animals to 

seek respite from the fatigue associated with travel. The merchants hailed 

from various locations, including Esna, Asyut, and Aswan, among others. 

The Wekala ( خٗمبى)  was distinguished by its commercial activities, which 

included the sale of various products. Among these was "al-Habra", also 

referred to as "al-Mallaz", a robe of a particularly wide nature that was 

traditionally worn by women in Upper Egypt. The Wekala (ٗمبىخ)  is 

distinguished by the presence of "al-Arqa", which is a chamber at a specific 

temperature where unripe green bananas are placed for a period of two days 

until they reach full ripeness. At this point, they are sold to the merchants of 

the Wekala (ٗمبىخ ). 

The study revealed the use of building materials in the Wekala ( ٗمبىخ)  

according to their function. Stone, available in the local environment, was 

(Fig. 18, 19) rooms of the third floor 

Source: taken by researcher 
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used in the construction of walls due to its light weight. Bricks were used in 

the construction of interior walls due to their ability to withstand high 

temperatures, unlike stone or marble. Finally, wood was present in the 

ceiling, with ventilation holes in the walls that worked to provide natural 

ventilation. The decorative elements of the plant life depicted herein are 

characterized by their incorporation of local environmental features and 

ottoman elements, in addition to geometric shapes. 

RESULTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

The development and restoration of the Wekalat ( ٗمبىخ)  AL Nekhely in Luxor 

could have a significant impact on the local economy and tourism in general. 

It will help to increase the area's tourist appeal and transform it into a leading 

tourist destination that reflects the beauty and rich history of Luxor. Here are 

some recommendations to achieve this: 

1. Restoring the Wekala ( ٗمبىخ) , modernizing its infrastructure and 

preserving its historic character will help attract tourists to the 

area. 

2. Organize cultural and artistic events, such as exhibitions and 

musical performances, that highlight the local heritage and attract 

visitors. 

3. Provide guided tours that highlight local history and culture. 

4. Use social media and digital platforms to promote Wekalat ( ٗمبىخ)  

Al Nekhely as a unique tourist destination. 

5. Work with tourism companies and travel agencies to integrate the 

Wekala ( ٗمبىخ) into tourism programs. 

6. Establish tourist information centers and provide them with maps 

and brochures in different languages. 

7. To recommend to the Luxor Governorate and the Ministry of 

Tourism and Antiquities to intervene quickly to save the Agency 

building and to register the Wekalat (ٗمبىخ) AL Nekhely as an 

archaeological site. The building witnessed a significant 

commercial era and is the only remaining agency in Luxor. 

Previously, two agencies existed but were demolished: one was 

next to the Mashqash Mosque and the other was in front of Luxor 

railway station. 

8. Develop visitor facilities such as restaurants, cafes and shops 

selling local handicrafts. 

9. Strengthen partnerships with the local community and investors 

to develop the area in a sustainable way. 
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10. Get locals involved in tourism and run awareness programs on 

heritage conservation and interacting with tourists. 

 

DOCUMENTATION OF FIELD COLLECTION 

 

Interview Template 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

Interviewer Name: _____________________ 

Date: _____________________ 

Interviewee Name (optional): _____________________ 

Location of Interview: _____________________ 

Building Name/Location: _____________________ 

SECTION 1: BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

 

Name Age Date 

Raafat Naeem Ebiad 65 2/11/2024 

Nabil Naeem Ebiad 63 2/11/2024 

Adel Nazeem Adly 65 5/11/2024 

Megalea Mekheel Ebiad 57 25/12/2024 

Elia Mattah Bebawy 66 25/12/2024 

Gorge Shafeek Amin 58 15/12/2024 

Mattah Elia Mattah 40 28/11/2024 

Zakhary Twadres Naseem 50 5/11/2024 

Naseem Salama Adel 59 17/1/2025 

Nermeen Mohamed Nagdi 38 12/1/2025 

Abd El Gawad El Haggahi 77 20/12/2024 

Azza Abdel Naser 37 5/3/2025 

Ahmed Al-Jard 45 28/12/2024 
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Question Response 

1. How long have you lived in this area?  

2. Do you know when this building was constructed?  

3. Has the purpose of the building changed over time? If 

yes, how? 

 

 

SECTION 2: PERSONAL CONNECTION 

Question Response 

4. What does this building mean to you personally?  

5. Do you have any stories, memories, or experiences 

related to it? 

 

6. How do people in the neighborhood feel about the 

building? 

 

 

SECTION 3: CULTURAL & HISTORICAL CONTEXT 

Question Response 

7. Are there any historical events associated with 

this building? 

 

8. Is the building connected to any famous person 

or local figure? 

 

9. Do you know of any legends, rumors, or 

folklore about the building? 

 

 

SECTION 4: CURRENT CONDITION & COMMUNITY USE 

Question Response 

10. What is the building used for today?  

11. Is it well maintained? Who looks after it?  

12. Has it ever been used for public events or 

community activities? 
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SECTION 5: PRESERVATION & FUTURE 

 

Question Response 

13. Do you think the building should be 

preserved? Why or why not? 

 

14. What changes (if any) would you like to 

see? 

 

15. Are there any preservation or renovation 

plans you’re aware of? 

 

 

SECTION 6: COMMERCIAL PART 

Question Response 

16. What kinds of goods or services were traded 

in this building? 

 

17. Was this building used as a caravanserai or 

inn for traveling merchants? 

 

18. Were there storage rooms, shops, or offices 

inside the building? 

 

19. Did the building include residential spaces 

for traders or workers? 

 

20. Was this building an important center of 

trade in the area? 

 

21. Did merchants from other cities or countries 

come here? 

 

22. How did the building affect the local 

economy or market activity? 

 

23. Were there specific days for trade or markets 

held near this place? 

 

24. Did local residents interact with merchants or 

workers in the building? 

 

25. Were there any conflicts, agreements, or 

historical events related to the building’s 

commercial activity? 
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26. Were there any traditions or cultural habits 

associated with trade in this location? 

 

27. Do people still remember the building’s 

commercial role? 

 

28. Are there any old signs, inscriptions, or 

markings left from its trading days? 

 

29. Do you think its past as a trade center is still 

visible or known today? 
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 المصادر العربيت المنشورة

 ً.٥٠٠٩اى٘قب غ اىَصزٝخ  -

 المراجع العربيت

 

اىزقظااااٌ ا٣ ارٛ ىَصااااز اىؼيٞااااب فااااٜ اىؼصااااز اىؼضَاااابّٜ، عبٍؼااااخ  ً،٥٠٠٢،ػجااااا اىؼظااااٌٞ أؽَااااا، -

 .ٍزمش اىجؾ٘س ٗاىاراطبد ا٣فزٝقٞخ افزٝقٞب اىؼبىَٞخ،

 اىزغبرٝاااخ ثؤطاااٞ٘ط فاااٜ اىؼصاااز اىؼضَااابّٜ ٗاىؼصاااز اىؾااااٝش،اىَْشاااآد  ً،٥٠٠٩أٍَٞاااخ. أؽَاااا، -

 عبٍؼخ ػِٞ شَض.  رطبىخ ٍبعظزٞز،  راطخ أصزٝخ ٍؼَبرٝخ،

رشااانٞو اىاٗىااااخ اىؾاٝضاااخ: اىاٗىااااخ اىؼضَبّٞاااخ ٍااااِ اىقااازُ اىظااااب ص  ً،٠٩٩٠أثااا٘ اىؾااابط، رفؼااااذ، -

 ػشز اىٚ اىقزُ اىضبٍِ ػشز، عبٍؼخ ٗلاٝخ ّٞ٘ٝ٘رك.

 ،1اىااااراىَطي٘ة فااااٜ أخجااابر ثْاااٜ أٝاااا٘ة،ط ٗعااابٍغ اىرااازر،مْاااش اىااااارر  ً،٠٩1٥اثاااِ اٝجااال، -

 اىاٗا ار. اىقبٕزح، اىَؼٖاا١ىَبّٜ ى٠صبر،

 رؾقٞاااح ٍؾَاااا ٍصاااطفٜ، ،٢ط ثااااا غ اىشٕااا٘ر فاااٜ ٗقاااب غ اىاااإ٘ر، ،٠٩١1ًٍؾَاااا،  اثاااِ اٝااابص، -

 اىقبٕزح. اىٖٞئخ اىؼبٍخ ىينزبة،

اىؼزثٞاااخ، ٍطجؼاااخ عبٍؼاااخ  ار اىْٖ اااخ  ً، ٍااااخو اىاااٜ اٟصااابر ا٣طااالاٍٞخ،٠٩٩٠ؽظاااِ، اىجبشاااب، -

 اىقبٕزح.

 ػبً.٠٠٠ا١قصز ٍِ  ً،٥٠٠٢ ػجا اىغ٘ا ، اىؾغبعٜ، -

اىْشااابط الاقزصاااب ٛ فاااٜ ٍاْٝاااخ اطاااْب ٍْاااذ ثااٝاااخ  ً،٥٠٥٥،ػجاااااىزؽَِ أً ٕبشاااٌ، ٍ٘طاااٜ، عاابثز، -

اىؼصااااز اىفاااابطَٜ ؽزااااٜ ّٖبٝااااخ اىؼصااااز اىؼضَبّٜ،ٍغيااااخ اىَؼٖااااا اىؼاااابىٜ ىياراطاااابد 

 .اىغٞشح ،٠اىؼا  ،٥ٍغيا اىْ٘ػٞخ،

 ٍااااب ح خااااُ٘، اىفْااااب ة ٗاىفْاقااااخ، ،٠١ىظاااابُ اىؼاااازة، ط ً،٠٩٢٣أثااااٜ اىف ااااو، عَاااابه اىاااااِٝ، -

 ثٞزٗد.  ارصب ر،

https://doi.org/10.1093/aef
https://www.rehla.academy/post/ottoman-islamic-architecture-in-egypt.accessed
https://www.rehla.academy/post/ottoman-islamic-architecture-in-egypt.accessed
https://www.rehla.academy/post/ottoman-islamic-architecture-in-egypt.accessed
https://gate.ahram.org.eg/daily/News/203541/1171/783180/%D9%85%D9%86%D9%88%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AA/%D9%88%D9%83%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A3%D8%B3%D9%8A%D9%88%D8%B7---%D8%B4%D8%A7%D9%87%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%AE-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D9%86%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B9%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9.aspx
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اىزصاااٌَٞ اىاااااخيٜ ٗاىؼَااابرح ا٣طااالاٍٞخ فاااٜ ٍصاااز ثاااِٞ اىَبضاااٜ ٗاىؾبضاااز،  ً،٥٠٥٠ىْٞاااب. ة، -

 ثجيٍ٘بّٞب ىيْشز ٗاىز٘سٝغ، اىقبٕزح.

 ثجيٍ٘بّٞااااب ىيْشااااز ٗاىز٘سٝااااغ،، ط ً، ٍااااآرُ أصزٝااااخ ٍااااِ ٍصااااز اىؼضَبّٞااااخ،٥٠٥٠ قٞااااو، ؽظااااِٞ، -

 .اىقبٕزح

ٍقبرّاااخ ثاااِٞ ٗمبىاااخ اىرااا٘رٛ فاااٜ اىؼصااازاىََي٘مٜ ٗٗمبىاااخ ثبسرػاااخ  ،٥٠٥١عٖٞااابُ، سٕااازاُ، -

 عبٍؼخ ؽي٘اُ.  ،٠1ػا  ،١ ظٍغيخ اىززاس ٗاىزصٌَٞ ٍ فٜ اىؼصزاىؼضَبّٜ،

ٍئطظااااااخ رٗس  ،٠ط اىظااااااٞبؽخ ٍبضااااااٖٞب ٗؽبضاااااازٕب ٍٗظاااااازقجيٖب، ً،٠٩٩1 ،ػااااااب ه طاااااابٕز، -

 .اىقبٕزح ،اىٞ٘طف

ّشااااا٘ء اىزأطاااااَبىٞخ اىَصااااازٝخ اىَؾيٞاااااخ خااااالاه اىؼصاااااز  ً،٠٩1٢ػجاااااااىزؽٌٞ، ػجاااااااىزؽَِ، -

 اىقبٕزح. عبٍؼخ ا١سٕز، ٍغيخ ميٞخ اىاراطبد ا٣طلاٍٞخ، اىؼضَبّٜ،

 ٠٠١٠ -٩٥١فاااٜ ٍصاااز خااالاه اىؼصاااز اىؼضَااابّٜ )اىنبرٍٞاااخ  ً،٥٠٠٢ ،ؽظااابً ػجاااا اىَؼطاااٜ، -

ٍغياااخ أطاااط٘ر ٝااااح ػياااٚ رغااابرح اىز٘اثاااو، ً(: أضااا٘اء ٗصب قٞاااخ عا٠٣١٠ -٠٢٠1ٕاااـ / 

 ، اىَزمش اىؼزثٜ ى٢ثؾبس ٗ راطخ اىظٞبطبد، قطز.٥ػا  ،ىياراطبد اىزبرٝ ٞخ

ىؼضَبّٞااااخ اىجبقٞااااخ ثَاْٝااااخ اىقاااابٕزح  راطااااخ آصبرٝااااخ اى٘ماااابلاد ا ً،٠٩٩١ػجااااا اىاااازءإف، ػَااااب ، -

 ٍؼَبرٝخ، ميٞخ اٟصبر، عبٍؼخ اىقبٕزح.

اىقااااٌٞ اىغَبىٞااااخ فااااٜ اىؼَاااابرح ا٣طاااالاٍٞخ راااابرٝخ اىفااااِ اىؼااااِٞ رظااااَغ  ً،٠٩٩١صاااازٗد، ػنبشاااأ، -

  ار اىشزٗة. ،٠ط ٗا١رُ رزٛ،

 ثٞزٗد. عبٍؼخ ثٞزٗد، ً، اىززاس اىَؼَبرٛ ا٣طلاٍٜ فٜ ٍصز،٠٩1١صبىؼ، ىَؼٜ، -

 ً، اىؼَبرح اىؼضَبّٞخ ا٣طلاٍٞخ فٜ ٍصز.٥٠٥١ٍؾَا عب ، ّبرَٝبُ، -

اىااراىَصااازٝخ  اى٘مااابلاد ٗاىجٞااا٘د ا٣طااالاٍٞخ  فاااٜ ٍصاااز اىؼضَبّٞاااخ، ً،٠٩٩١رفؼاااذ، ٍ٘طاااٜ، -

 .اىقبٕزح اىيجْبّٞخ،

، ا١ػَااااح اٟعزٝاااخ ث٘مبىاااخ اىغاااااٗٛ  فاااٜ ٍاْٝاااخ ٥٠٥١ٍؾَاااا، ٍؾاااٜ اىااااِٝ، ٍؾَاااا، ٍؾَااا٘ ، -

ٍغيااااخ ميٞااااخ اٟصاااابر ثقْااااب،  ً،٠٠1٥ٕااااـ/٠٥٠٠طااااخ أصزٝااااخ  فْٞااااخ رؾيٞيٞااااخ" اطااااْب " را

 .قْب" ،٥ط ،٠1اىؼا 

 .1٠ً، اى٘مبلاد ا١صزٝخ، ٍغيخ ؽزاء، اىؼا  ٥٠٥٠ّبصز، أؽَا، -

ً،  راطاااخ رؾيٞيٞاااخ ىيؼَااابرح ا٣طااالاٍٞخ فاااٚ ٥٠٠٣ أٍٞااازح، أٍَٞاااخ، أؽَاااا، اثااازإٌٞ، ػااالا ٕبشاااٌ، -

ٍْٖااااب فااااٚ ٍغاااابه اىزصااااٌَٞ اىااااااخيٚ )ٗکبىااااخ اىؼصااااز اىََياااا٘کٚ ٗکٞفٞااااخ الاطاااازفب ح 

اىؼاااا   اىظااايطبُ اىرااا٘رٙ ثؾاااٚ ا١سٕاااز (، ٍغياااخ اىؼَااابرح ٗاىفْاااُ٘ ٗاىؼياااً٘ ا٣ّظااابّٞخ،

 اىقبٕزح. ،٥

–٠٢٠1-ٕااااااـ ٠٥٠١–٩٥١اىصااااااؼٞا فااااااٜ اىؼصااااااز اىؼضَاااااابّٜ ) ً،٥٠٠٣صاااااالاػ. ٕزٝاااااااٛ، -

 اىقبٕزح. ً(،ػِٞ ىياراطبد ٗاىجؾ٘س ا٣ّظبّٞخ ٗالاعزَبػٞخ،٠1٩1
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